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PURPOSE 
 
To provide members with oversight relating to the regulation, compliance 
and assurance activity of Forensic Services and the regulatory outcomes 
for forensic science in Scotland. 
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1. Forensic Services accreditation history 
 
1.1  The history of forensic science in Scotland can be traced back to the 

first fingerprint and photographic department, founded by Glasgow 
City Police in 1931.  

 
1.2  The subsequent growth of specialist forensic departments in other 

Scottish forces followed with the first forensic specialist being 
employed by Grampian Police in 1960. 

 
1.3  DNA casework services were introduced to the Tayside laboratory in 

1991, with the Scottish DNA database established in 1996. 
 
1.4  The first applicable ISO Standard for testing laboratories was 

ISO/IEC Guide 25: 1990. This Standard was in place when the 
Dundee laboratory became the first in Scotland to be accredited, for 
DNA analysis in July 1998, gaining the accreditation number 1873. 

 
1.5  The laboratories in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen soon followed 

in Nov 2001, Oct 2004 and Jul 2005 respectively. 
 
1.6  In Jun 2018, Forensic Services achieved UKAS ‘multi-site’ 

accreditation, demonstrating that all parts of Forensic Services 
operate under a single, harmonised management system that meets 
the requirements of ISO 17025. 

 
1.7 Forensic Services chose to maintain the 1873 accreditation number in 

recognition of the consistent and robust demonstration of the 
requirements of competence of testing laboratories for twenty years. 

 

2. Regulation, compliance and assurance 
 
2.1  The first ISO Standard for testing laboratories ISO/IEC Guide 25: 

1990 was very limited in scope and guidance, comprising of 6 pages, 
this contrasts to the 2017 version of the ISO 17025 Standard at 38 
pages.  

 
2.2  The Forensic Science Regulator Code of Practice takes the ISO 17025 

Standard and provides more detailed application to the requirements 
of a Management System within a forensic science laboratory and the 
current consultation draft is around 400 pages.  

 
2.3 The increasing complexity of regulatory and compliance documents 

supporting testing and inspection activity in forensic science provides 
assurance of Forensic Services results as never before.  
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2.4 Appendix A provides a summary of the main bodies that contribute to 
Forensic Services regulatory and compliance framework, and which 
the internal Management System supports compliance and provides 
assurance. 

 
2.5 Similarly, Appendix B highlights the common areas of scrutiny and 

compliance across this framework, providing assurance to all 
customers, partners and stakeholders, as well as the public. 

 
2.6 Forensic science in Scotland is assured through compliance with this 

documented regulatory framework, as well as independently assured 
through assessment and audit by 3rd parties. 

 
2.7 This ensures that the technical scientific activity, the Management 

and governance of Forensic Services, the monitoring and self-
assurance activity, the legal and human rights requirements are met 
and that, where necessary, independent review of process, 
governance and financial value for money can be demonstrated.  

 
2.8 The table below provides an indication of the complex documentary 

framework within which Forensic Services operates, with differing 
requirements: 

 
Publishing body Controlled 

Documents Purpose 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) / 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) Directives 3 Accreditation / 

Compliance 
Forensic Science Regulator  27 Good practice / 

Accreditation 
Forensic Information Databases Service (FINDS) 69 Accreditation 
Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) 2 Good practice / 

Accreditation 
European Accreditation (EA) documents 5 Supporting 

documents 
Eurachem / CITAC Guides 7 Supporting 

documents 
International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) 8 Good practice / 

Accreditation 
National Ballistic Intelligence Service (NABIS)  37 Compliance / 

Accreditation 
Scottish Biometrics Commissioner 1 Compliance 
Police Scotland / SPA  61 Compliance 
United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) 28 Compliance / 

Accreditation 
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Publishing body Controlled 
Documents Purpose 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 2 Compliance 
Scientific Reference Papers 2796 Reference 

 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1   There are no financial implications in this report. 
  
4. PERSONNEL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1   There are no personnel implications in this report. 
 
5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1   There are no legal implications in this report. 
 
6. REPUTATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1   There are no reputational implications in this report. 
 
7. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1   There are no social implications in this report. 
 
8. COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
8.1   There are no community implications in this report. 
 
9. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1   There are no equality implications in this report. 
 
10. ENVIRONMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1   There are no environmental implications in this report.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Members are invited to discuss. 



 

SPA Forensic Services Committee 
Regulation, Compliance & oversight requirements at Forensic Services  
01 Feb 2023 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 
 

5 

Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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