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10 March 2026 

 
FOI Ref 2025/26-119 

 
 

Request 

 
Your request for information dated 12 February 2026 is copied below. 

 
Under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, please provide 

the following recorded information covering the period 7 April 2020 to the 
date of this request: 

 
Confirmation of whether any live facial recognition (LFR) technology has 

been Trialled, Piloted, Tested, Procured, Evaluated for feasibility, 
Operationally deployed by or on behalf of Police Scotland. 

 
Copies of any Business cases, Feasibility studies, Procurement 

documents, Contracts, Memoranda of Understanding, Pilot project 
documentation relating to live or retrospective facial recognition 

technology. 

 
Total expenditure (itemised by financial year) relating to Facial 

recognition systems, Biometric identification software, Associated 
database integration since 7 April 2020. 

 
Copies of any Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAs), Equality and 

Human Rights Impact Assessments, or other formal risk assessments 
prepared in relation to facial recognition technology. 

 
Copies of any internal policy or operational guidance documents 

governing: 
Legal thresholds required prior to deployment Authorisation procedures 

Data retention periods Oversight and audit requirements. 
A list of all external suppliers engaged in relation to facial recognition or 

biometric identification systems during this period. 

 
 

 

2 Clyde Gateway 
French Street 

Glasgow 
G40 4EH 
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Response  
 

The Scottish Police Authority has considered your request under the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act (FOISA). 

 
Each part of your request is copied below along with the Authority’s 

response. 
 

Confirmation of whether any live facial recognition (LFR) 
technology has been trialled, piloted, tested, procured, evaluated 

for feasibility, operationally deployed by or on behalf of Police 
Scotland. 

 
The Authority can confirm that Live Facial Recognition (LFR) technology 

has not been trialled, piloted, tested, procured, evaluated for feasibility or 

operationally deployed by or on behalf of Police Scotland.1 
 

To assist, information available on our website outlines the Authority's 
current position on implementing LFR in Scotland and next steps. This 

confirms that a decision has not been made with regards to the use of 
LFR in Police Scotland - Live Facial Recognition: Update published 9 

February 2026. 
 

Copies of any Business cases, Feasibility studies, Procurement 
documents, Contracts, Memoranda of Understanding, Pilot project 

documentation relating to live or retrospective facial recognition 
technology. 

 
The Authority does not hold any business cases, procurement documents, 

contracts, Memoranda of Understanding, or pilot project documentation 

relating to live facial recognition technology.1 
 

To assist, information on the feasibility of a potential implementation of 
LFR by Police Scotland is available on the Authority’s website in a 

discussion paper on the Potential Adoption of Live Facial Recognition by 
Police Scotland. 

 
Total expenditure (itemised by financial year) relating to Facial 

recognition systems, Biometric identification software, Associated 
database integration since 7 April 2020. 

 
The Authority does not hold information relating to specific expenditure 

on any of the above technologies.1 

 

 
1 This represents a notice in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 - 
Information not held. 

https://www.spa.police.uk/news-insights/insights/blog-live-facial-recognition-update/
https://www.spa.police.uk/spa-media/t3ufttbt/doc-20250408-lfr-research-paper-v1-0.pdf
https://www.spa.police.uk/spa-media/t3ufttbt/doc-20250408-lfr-research-paper-v1-0.pdf
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Information may be available by contacting Police Scotland at 
foi@scotland.police.uk 

 
Copies of any Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAs), 

Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessments, or other formal 
risk assessments prepared in relation to facial recognition 

technology. 
 

The Authority does not hold Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAs), 
Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessments, or other formal risk 

assessments prepared in relation to facial recognition technology.2 
 

Copies of any internal policy or operational guidance documents 
governing: 

Legal thresholds required prior to deployment Authorisation 

procedures Data retention periods Oversight and audit 
requirements. 

A list of all external suppliers engaged in relation to facial 
recognition or biometric identification systems during this period. 

 
The Authority does not hold internal policy or operational guidance 

documents. LFR technology has not been trialled, piloted, tested, 
procured, evaluated for feasibility or operationally deployed by or on 

behalf of Police Scotland.2 
 

To assist, we can advise that in early February 2026 the Authority 
published the current position on LFR in policing in Scotland and 

expectations in terms of governance of any potential future use of LFR. 
These can be accessed through the links below: 

 

Live Facial Recognition: Update 
Briefing: Use of LFR by Police Scotland 

 
The Authority’s Policing Performance Committee has received updates 

from Police Scotland exploring the use of LFR. These can be accessed 
through the links below: 

 
Live Facial Recognition - 10 December 2024 

Live Facial Recognition Report - 10 June 2025 
Live Facial Recognition - 16 September 2025 

Live Facial Recognition (LFR) Update - 9 December 2025 
 

Right to Review 
 

If you are dissatisfied with the outcome of your request you can ask for a 

 
2 This represents a notice in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 - 
Information not held. 

mailto:foi@scotland.police.uk
https://www.spa.police.uk/news-insights/insights/blog-live-facial-recognition-update/
https://www.spa.police.uk/publication-library/use-of-lfr-by-police-scotland-briefing/
https://www.spa.police.uk/publication-library/live-facial-recognition-10-december-2024/
https://www.spa.police.uk/publication-library/live-facial-recognition-report-10-june-2025/
https://www.spa.police.uk/publication-library/live-facial-recognition-16-september-2025/
https://www.spa.police.uk/spa-media/obwdelqa/item-1-4-action-log-updated-post-16-september-2025-ppc.pdf
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review within 40 working days. You must specify the reason for your 
dissatisfaction and submit your request by email to foi@spa.police.uk or 

by letter to Scottish Police Authority, 2 Clyde Gateway, French Street, 
Glasgow, G40 4EH. 

 
If you remain dissatisfied after review, you can appeal to the Scottish 

Information Commissioner within six months. You can apply online, by 
email to enquiries@foi.scot or by letter to Scottish Information 

Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 
9DS. 

 
Should you wish to appeal against the Commissioner's decision, you can 

appeal to the Court of Session, only if you think the law has not been 
applied correctly. 

 

This response will be posted to our Disclosure Log after seven days. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Scottish Police Authority 
  

 
 

mailto:foi@spa.police.uk
https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx
mailto:enquiries@foi.scot
https://www.spa.police.uk/publication-library/?category=FOI

