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Request

Your request for information dated 22 December 2026 is copied below.
Please supply the SPA response to the Scottish Government consultation
on draft Police Conduct and Vetting regulations which was open from 9th
October - 9th November 2025.

Response

The Scottish Police Authority has considered your request under the
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act (FOISA).

The Authority can confirm information is held.

While we aim to provide information whenever possible, in this instance
the information you have requested is considered exempt as the
information relates to legislation currently being formulated by the
Scottish Government.!

This exemption requires application of the public interest test.

Public Interest Test

The public interest factors in favour of disclosure is that:

e This would adhere to the basic principle of being open and
transparent.

The public interest factors in favour of maintaining the exemptions are:

e The Scottish Government’s consultation was carried out on a
private, non-public basis. Responses are intended to inform policy

" This represents a notice in terms of Section 30(b)(ii) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 -
information is exempt from disclosure where disclosure would, or would be likely to inhibit substantially
the free and frank exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation.
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choices that have not yet been made, and is actively shaping draft
legislation which has not yet been put to Ministers for agreement. If
the Authority was to provide its response, due to its format, this
would disclose draft legislation still being formulated. The Authority
considers that the public interest lies in high quality policy-making,
and in allowing proper consideration to be given to views provided
prior to implementation.

e The Authority considers that the public interest is met through
Scottish Government consultation with all interested parties. This
includes staff associations, whose members may be affected by the
regulations, and employers who will be expected to implement the
regulations.

e Information, especially at this stage of formulation of the
legislation, might be taken out of context, leading to public
confusion or misdirected criticism. Once policy development is
complete and regulations are laid before the Scottish Parliament,
there will be appropriate scrutiny by elected representatives.

On balance, our conclusion is that maintaining the exemption outweighs
the public interest in disclosure.

Right to Review

If you are dissatisfied with the outcome of your request you can ask for a
review within 40 working days. You must specify the reason for your
dissatisfaction and submit your request by email to foi@spa.police.uk or
by letter to Scottish Police Authority, 2 Clyde Gateway, French Street,
Glasgow, G40 4EH.

If you remain dissatisfied after review, you can appeal to the Scottish
Information Commissioner within six months. You can apply online, by
email to enquiries@foi.scot or by letter to Scottish Information
Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, Fife, KY16
9DS.

Should you wish to appeal against the Commissioner's decision, you can
appeal to the Court of Session, only if you think the law has not been
applied correctly.

This response will be posted to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.

Yours faithfully

Scottish Police Authority
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