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PURPOSE 
 
The External Audit Plan provides an overview of the planned scope and 
timing of the statutory audit of the Scottish Police Authority.  
 
The plan outlines the scope of the audit in accordance with the Code and 
International Standards on Auditing (ISAs) (UK), risks requiring special 
audit consideration, materiality thresholds, wider scope and best value 
arrangements, an outline of the logistics for carrying out the audit, and the 
planned audit fees 
 

  

Agenda Item 3.3 



 

Audit, Risk and Assurance Committee 
Annual External Audit Plan 2023/24 
6 February 2024 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 
 

2 

Commercial in Confidence 

1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1. Grant Thornton have been appointed by Auditor General for 

Scotland as the Authorities external auditor for the five year period 
commencing in 2022/23. 
 

1.2. External auditors are required to provide an annual audit plan that 
outlines key points of how the audit has been planned and will be 
conducted.  
 

1.3. This covering paper and the implications are outlined by Authority 
staff.  The attached external audit plan has been produced by Grant 
Thornton. 

 
 
2. FURTHER DETAIL ON THE REPORT TOPIC  
 
2.1 The detailed external audit plan is included at Appendix A.  
 
2.2 This plan sets out the risk based audit approach that will be 

undertaken including detail of:  
• Materiality;  

• Significant financial statement risks identified;  

• Wider scope / Best Value responsibilities;  

• Audit fees;  

• Audit timetable and reporting; and  

• Various other required matters 

 
3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
3.1 There are financial implications in this report.  
 
3.2 The core audit fees as outlined in this report are within budget. 

External audit also provide a crucial independent opinion on the 
accuracy of financial reporting. 

 
4 PERSONNEL IMPLICATIONS 

 
4.1 There are no personnel implications in this report. 
 
5 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
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5.1 There are no legal implications in this report. 
 
6 REPUTATIONAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
6.1 There are direct reputational implications in this report. External 

auditors will provide a public report on the annual report and 
accounts which may have reputational implications 

 
7 SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
7.1 There are no social implications in this report. 
 
8 COMMUNITY IMPACT 

 
8.1 There are no community implications in this report. 
  
9 EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 

 
9.1 There are no equality implications in this report. 
 
10 ENVIRONMENT IMPLICATIONS  

 
10.1 There may be environmental implications in this report. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Members are invited to discuss the External Audit Plan for the 2023/24 
financial year.  
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https://www.frc.org.uk/getattachment/601c8b09-2c0a-4a6c-8080-30f63e50b4a2/Revised-Ethical-Standard-2019-With-Covers.pdf
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